CHAPTER-5

EASURES TAKEN BY STATE GOVERNMENTS

1. ANDHRA PRADESH

Government of Andhra Pradesh, issued orders in 1976 for providing free
legal aid in atrocity related cases. The Govt. has created a Special SC and ST
Cell in Crime Branch, Criminal Investigation Deptt., to ensure prompt
investigation, efficient conduct of prosectuions and quick disposal of cases of
untouchability offences and also. cases of atrocities .on SCs and STs. This cell
consists one IGP, 3 Deputy Supdts. of Police and 6 Inspectors with supporting
force and ministerial Staff. Govt. has made the CID branch of the State Govt.
responsible for. keeping due vigil on the atrocity prone areas. For effective and
proper implementation of the two Acts, the Govt. have constituted (i) District
Monitoring and Vigilance Committee in each district under the Chairmanship of
Collector and District Magistrate (ii) State level Review Committees under the
chairmanship of Hon'ble Chief Secretary to Govt.  These Committees are
empowered to review the measures taken to prevent the atrocities on SCs and
STs in the State at frequent intervals. The District level Committees review the
cases of atrocities on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for their speedy
investigation and prosecution alongwith proper relief and rehabilitation to
victims/dependents of victims and submit reports. There are 3 independent
Special Session Courts’in the districts of Guntur, Chittoor and Mahboobnagar to
try exclusively all the cases of atrocities against SCs and STs.

The Courts of all the 1 Additional District and Session Judges, where
there are two District Courts, and all 2™ Additional District and
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Session Judges where there are more than two District Courts are designated as
Special Courts for the trial of offences under Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,1989 vide G.0.No.12(SW)(H1) Department
dated 25.1.90.

The Public Prosecutors/Additional Public Prosecutors/Special Public
Prosecutors attached to the courts of the 1% Additional District and Session
Judges/Second Additional District and Session Judges which are notified as
Special Courts under Section 14 of the said Act are disignated as special Public
Prosecutors in such courts vide G.0.MsNo.11SW(H1) Department, dated
25.1.1990.

The Director General of Police has been instructed to hold review
meetings of officials to make them aware of the provisions of the Act, and also to
ensure that atrocity cases are given top priority. The D.G.P. has also addressed
all Superintendents and Commissioners of Police and other law enforcement
authorities on effective implementation of the Act.

The District Collectors have been asked to conduct workshops and training
programmes of all officers of the District Administration connected with
enforcement alongwith the Judicial Officers, and to educate them about the
Constitutional safeguards for SCs/STs and the effective implementation of the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.
Several such.programmes have already been conducted and the results are
encouraging. District Collectors were also asked:-

(i)  to identify atrocity-prone areas in their Districts and prepare action plans
for preventive measures and also for overe!! development of SCs and STs;

(ify  to convene Distt. Vigilance and Monitoring Committee meetings regularly
and to review cases of atrocities.

A brochure containing the instructions of State Government and
Government of India on the subject of atrocities has been circulated to District
level functionaries for their guidance.
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