3. BIHAR

Legal Aid is provided to victims of atrocities under the Bihar Litigation Act
which are involved in various kinds of litigation particularly in the areas of Chotta
Nagpur, Santhal Pargana. During 1997-98 under the scheme there was a
provision of Rs.7.00 lakhs for SCs and Rs.3.00 lakhs for STs.

Monitoring of cases is done by DIG Police in the CID Wing of Police Head
Quarter (Scheduled Castes Cell)? All offences registered under the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 are treated
as Special Report cases and their investigation is carried out under supervision of
District Superintendent of Police. District Magistrate and District Level Officers in
Police head quarters and Special Cell in Home (Police) Deptt. also review the
implementation of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989.

A State level Committee under the Chairmanship of Chief Minister has
been constituted to review the programme of implementation of the Act.
Another Committee called Bihar State Scheduled Castes Advisory Board is
functioning under the Chairmanship of Minister in charge of Scheduled Castes
Development Committees have also been formed at Divisional and District levels.

The State Government have circulated copies of the Act to all the District
Collectors, Superintendents of Police, Sub-Divisional Officers and Police Stations
with instructions to ensure proper implementation of the Act and Rules.

Courts of Additional Sessions Judges numbering 40 have been specified to
try cases registered under the Prevention of Atrocities Act. '
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