


Vigilance Committees in connection with atrocities in the districts are
constituted under the Chairmanship of the concerned district Collector. The
original concept in creating these committes at the district level was to eradicate
untouchability existing in the Society and safeguard the interests of Scheduled
Caste persons. Now the functioning of these vigilance committees is made
more dimensional and the subjects are discussed in length with the non official
and offical members with curative measures. It has become a forum for the
discussion regarding the cases of atrocities existing in the district Numbers of
members being 15 consist of District Superintendent of Police, Chief Executive
Officers of Zilla Parishad, Member of Legislative Commitiee, Member of
Legislative Assembly and Member of Parliament, Social Workers, Dalit Mitras,
President of Zilla Parishad, Chairman of the Social Weifare Committee eic.
Representation is also given-to the ladies in this committee. The District
Vigilance Committee meets every month at a suitable date and more than one
time even in a month, if it feels necessary. _Like District Vigilance Committee, a
State Level Committee has also been consituted under the Chairmanship of
Hon’ble Chief Minister of the State, Members of the Committee are various
departmental Secretaries and Police Authorities. Even the Divisional Vigilance
Committees under the Chairmanship of Divisional Commissioner of each district
are formed with the each district C.E.O. of Zilla Parishad and Divisional Social
Welfare Officer as Secretary Member for reviewing the Acts. Committee can
issue directive to the various department for smooth implementation of these
Acts.

Normally report regarding the implementation of these Acts are forwarded
to the Central. Government quarterly by the Home Department. The report
covers (1) No. of cases registered under these Acts (2) No. of cases under trial
in the Court (3) No. of conviction and acauittals.

Surveys of the untouchability prone areas and sensitive villages are taken
up by Extension Officers of Zilla Parishads and Social Welrare Inspectors
appointed in the office of concerned District Sociai Welfare Officers.  After
making the necessary surveys reports are kept before the District . Vigilance
Committee for their persual. Various types of measures are finalised in this
Committee to prevent the expected atrocities and minimise the tensions Officers
from Home Department arer also vigilant and keep constant watch in these
sensitive areas, Programmes are chatked out to bring the change in Social mind,
through entertainment in sensitive rural areas, Samata Fortnight is celebrated
every year during the period of 14" April to 1% May to eradicate the
Untouchability and creation of brotherhood and equality. The areas as sensitive
areas in Maharshtra are located as follows:
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