CHAPTER-4

MEASURES TAKEN BY STATE GOVERNMENTS

1. ANDHRA PRADESH

LEGAL ATD

In each District, Legal Authorities have been constituted headed by the
District Judge for the benefit of victims of atrocities. At State level A. P Legal Cell
Authority is constituted.

SPECIAL COURTS

- Special Mobile Courts have been established in all the districts except
Hyderabad for dealing.with offences under the Protection of Civil Rights Act,
1955. Each Mobile Court is headed by a Judicial First Class Magistrate assisted
by an Assistant Public Prosscutor and other staff. Under the Scheduled Castes
. and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Afrocities) Act 1989, the Government
have designated one Additional Sessions Court in each district (except
Hyderabad) to function as special court for the trial of offences of atrocities.
Government have also setup a special cell under the Additional Director General
of Police(CID) headed by an Inspector General of Police PCR Cell with
supporting staff for speedy investigation and prosecution of cases of atrocities
and untouchability



COMMETTEES

Further Government have constituted District Vigilance and Monitoring
Committees with District Collector as Chairman. The other members of the
Committee are the Superintendent of Police Joint Collector (Member Secretary),
Deputy Director (Social Welfare). Executive Director District SC Service Co-
operative Society Project Officer ITDA or District Tribal Welfare Officer. This
committee is responsible to see that the cases of atrocities against SCs and STs
are pursued vigorously and the review report is submitted to the State
Government.

REVIEW MEETEING

During 1998-99 review meetings have been conducted by Commissioner
of Social Welfare, Principal Secretary to Govt. Social Welfare Department and
Minister for Social Welfare. Some of the significant decisions taken by the
Minister of Social Welfare at his meeting on 29-12-98 were as follows:

(@) To ensure speedy disposal of atrocity cases, it has been decided to
request the Hon'ble High Court to set apart one day in the week
exclusively for trial of atrocity cases under the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 by the Spec:al
Sessions Court in every district.

(b) Financial incentives be given to the Additional District Judges and Special
Public Prosecutors for each sitting.

(¢, The same financial incentives would also be made applic:ble to the
Magistrate, investigating officers and Additional Public Prosecuturs of the
Mobile Courts.

(d) To have additional police staff in certain districts where incidence of
atrocities is higher.

(€) To launch massive publicity campaign through pamphiets, posters

advertisements in News papers cultural programmes, NGOs etc. to
sensitise the public and create awareness among SCs and STs.

Government have made provision to pay the witnesses and victims of
atrocity cases towards traveling and mwintenance of expenses during
investigation and trial of offences.

Persons affected by atrocities are being assisted for economic and social
rehabilitation. Agricuitural land is provided to them. Wells are dug for irrigating
their lands. Milch cattle, buflock carts etc. are provided to them. The children of
the victims are admitted to the Govt. Hostels and Residential Schools for their
better educational advancement. The State level S.C. Finance Corporation has

14






