4. CHHATTISGARH

LEGAL AID

Under the Scheme, free legal aid is provided to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in rural areas in the cases which relate {o disputes of land and
offence of atrocities and. the trial is pending in the Session Courts.

TRAVELLING AND MAINTENANCE EXPENSES

The State Government provides to and fro second class rail fare or actual
taxi fare to the victims of atrocities/their dependents 2nd withesses during the
investigation before the inquiry officer and fo attend the trial in the court.

The State Government also provides maintenance expenses to the victims
of atrocity or his/her dependents and attendants for the days when they are away
from the place of residence for investigation, hearing and trial of cases. The rate of
maintenance expenses is nhot lower than the rate fixed in respect of minimum
wages for agricultural labourers.

PUBLICITY

Wide publicity by organising Sadbhavana Shibirs, Awareness Centers,
Awards to Panchayats, Cuiltural Programmes, Seminars, Debates, Essay
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Competitions etc. is given at District, Tehshil and Block levels, with the objective of
promptly providing the relief to victims of atrocities. An expenditure of Rs. 1.10
lakh was incurred towards publicity.

SPECIAL POLICE THANAS
The Special Police Thanas (AJK) are functioning in eight districts namely

Raipur, Durg, Rajnandgoan, Jagadaipur, Dantewada, Bilaspur, Raigarh and
Surguja. In addition Seven Special Police Cells are also functioning in the Districts.

SPECIAL COURTS

In the State, out of 16 districts, Seven Special Courts are functioning in the
districts of Raipur, Durg, Rajnandgoan, Raigarh, Bilaspur, Surguja & Jagdalpur, for
trial of cases of offences of atrocities under the Act.

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION

An amount of Rs. 91.14 lakhs towards relief and rehabilitation was
provided as financial assistance to 1,073 persons belonging to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes.

COMMITTEES

The State Level Vigilance & Monitoring Committee is chaired by the Chief
Minister, and the District Level Commitiees are chaired by the District Collectors.
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