5.5. CHHATTISGARH

5.5.1 COMMITTEES

STATE LEVEL VIGILANCE AND MONITORING COMMITTEE

The State Level Vigilance & Monitoring Committee is chaired by the Chief Minister, to
review the implementation of the PoA Act.

DISTRICT LEVEL VIGILANCE AND MONITORING COMMITTEE

The District Level Vigilance & Monitoring Committees are chaired by the District
Collectors. During the year 19 meetings were held in 10 districts. In these meeting, distribution
of relief amount to victims of atrocities was reviewed.

5.5.2 STATE LEVEL SC AND ST PROTECTION CELL.

At State Level, a Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Profection Cell, in the Police
Headquarters has been functioning under the charge of Inspector General of Police with
supporting staff.

5.5.3 SPECIAL POLICE STATIONS

Special Police Stations are fu'nciioning in twelve districts namely Raipur, Durg,
Rajnandgoan, Jagadalpur, Dantewada, Bilaspur, Raigarh, Surguja, Surajpur, Kabirdham,
Mahasumud and Jajgirchapa.

5.5.4 SPECIAL OFFICER FOR DISTRICT HAVING ATROCITY PRONE AREAS

Collector/Superintendent  of  Police/Deputy  Superintendent of Police/ Asstt.
Commissioner, Tribal Development have been appointed as Special Officers under Rule 10 of
the PoA Rules, for implementing the provisions of the PoA Act in the districts of Durg, Bilaspur,
Korbha, Janjgir, Dathewada, Dhamtari and Surguja.

5.5.5 |IDENTIFICATION OF ATROCITY PRONE AREAS

No atrocity prone areas have been identified in the State.

5,56 SPECIAL COURTS

Six Exclusive Special Courts are functioning in the districts of Rajnandgoan, Durg,
Raipur, Bilaspur, Surguja and Jagdalpur, for trial of cases of offences of atrocities under the
PoA Act.
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§.5.7 PUBLICITY

Publicity/awarness programmes were conducted in the district of Dhamtari and officials
were sensitized.

5.5.8 ACTION TAKEN TO RECOGNISE/REWARD PERSONS

In recognition of exemplary work done in the field of prevention of atrocities and removal of
untouchability, 2 persons were given cash award of Rs.15,000/- and 2000/- respeciively.

5.5.9 LEGAL AID

Legal aid is provided to members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in rural
areas in the cases which relate to disputes of land, offence of atrocities and where trial is
pending in the Session Courts. During the year, 171 persons belonging to Scheduled Castes
and 203 persons belonging to Scheduled Tribes were provided legal aid in eight districts.

5.5.10. TRAVELLING AND MAINTENANCE EXPENSES TO WITNESSES AND
VICTIMS OF ATROCITIES

The State Government provides to and fro second-class rail fare or actual taxi fare to the
victims of atrocities/their dependents and witnesses during the investigation before the inquiry
officer and to attend the tria! in the court.

The State Government also provides maintenance expenses to the victims of atrocity or
his/her dependents and attendants for the days when they are away from the place of residence
for investigation as well as for hearing and trial of cases. The rate of maintenance expenses is
not lower than the rate fixed in respect of minimum wages for agricultural labourers. During the
year, 389 persons belonging to Scheduled Castes and 326.Scheduled Tribes were provided
traveling and maintenance expenses in two districts.

8.5.11 RELIEF AND REHABILITATION

During the year 2010, 182 persons belonging to Scheduled Castes and 244 persons
belonging to Scheduled Tribes were provideq relief and rehabiiitation in 15 districts.
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