5.14 MAHARASHTRA

5.14.1 COMMITTEES

STATE LEVEL VIGILANCE AND MONITORING COMMITTEE

The State Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee under the
Chairpersonship of Chief Minister reviews implementation of the PoA Act.
During the year 2014, the Committee held one meeting.

DISTRICT LEVEL VIGILANCE AND MONITORING COMMITTEE

The District Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committees function under
the _Chairpersonship of the respective District Collectors and review
implementation of the PoA Act. Similarly Divisional Vigilance and Monitoring
Committees meet every quarter and review the cases of atrocities. During the
year 2014, 321 district level meetings were held in 36 Districts and 19
meetings were held at Divisional level.

5.14.2 STATE LEVEL SC AND ST PROTECTION CELL

A Special Cell is functioning at the State Police Headquarters under the
supervision of Special Inspector General of Police with supporting staff
comprising . of Superintendent of Police, Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Inspector, Sub Inspector, Assistant Police Inspector, Head Constables and
Police Constables etc. PCR unit has®also been functioning in all districts of the
State.

Special machinery is also functioning in the Social Justice Department.
Special District Social Welfare Officers at all the district places are required to
implement the programmes to rehabilitate the victims under the PoA Act.
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5.14.3 MODAL OFFICER

A Secretary level officer has been nominated as the Nodal Officer as per
Rule 9 of the PoA Rules.

5.14.4 SPECIAL COURTS

In each district, the Court of Session has been specified as a Special
Court to try the cases of offences of atrocities under the PoA Act. Three
exclusive Special Courts have been functioning at Nagpur, Aurangabad and
Mumbai (Thane).

5.14.5 IDENTIFICATION OF ATROCITY PRONE AREAS

Nine districts namely Jalgaon, Amaravati, Akola, Washim, Yavatmal,
Bhandara, Chandrapur, Gadchiroli and Osmanabad have been identified as
atrocity prone, with specific areas within the district.

5.14.6 PUBLICITY MEASURES

During the year 2014, 204 publicity and awareness programmes were
conducted. 1034 police officials and 106076 other officials were aiso
sensitized.

5.14.7 LEGAL AID

During the year 2014, 701 number of persons subjected to atrocities
were provided Legal Aid.
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5.14.8 RELIEF MEASURES

During the year 2014, 1118 atrocity victims received relief.

5.14.9 TRAVELLING AND MAINTENANCE EXPENSES _TO
WITNESSES AND VICTIMS OF ATROCITIES

As per the provision of Rule 11 of the PoA Rules, the State Government
provides travelling and maintenance allowance to the witnesses and victims of
offences of atrocities. During the year 2014, 3208 persons belonging to
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were provided such expenses.

5.14.10 PERODIC SURVEYS

During the year 2014, 60 periodic surveys were conducted in_ two
districts viz. Gadchiroli and Osmanabad.

- 5.14.11 APPEALS FILED IN SUPERTOR COURTS IN CASES WHICH
' ENDED IN ACQUITTAL

During the year 2014, 517 cases ended in acquittal and appeals against
acquittals were filed in 30 cases in superior courts against acquittals.

5.14.12 AWARDS FOR SPECIAL WORK

During the year 2014, 2 individual Social Workers were awarded in
recognition of exemplary work done by them.

62





