5.5. CHHATTISGARH

5.5.1 COMMITTEES

STATE LEVEL VIGILANCE AND MONITORING COMMITTEE

The State Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee is headed by
the Chief Minister, to review the implementation of the PoA Act.

DISTRICT LEVEL VIGILANCE AND MONITORING COMMITTEE

The District Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committees are headed
by the District Collectors. During the year 2015, 92 meetings were held in
27 districts.

5.5.2 STATE LEVEL SC AND ST PROTECTION CELL

At State Level, a Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Protection
Cell, in the Police Headquarters has been functioning under the charge of
Deputy Inspector General of Police with supporting staff.

5.5.3 SPECIAL POLICE STATIONS

Special Police Stations are functioning in 13 districts namely
Raipur, Durg, Rajnandgaon, Kabirdham, Mahasumud, Bilaspur, Raigarh,
Korba, Janjgir-Champa, Surguja, Surajpur, Jagadalpur and Dantewada.

5.5.4 APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS

A. NODAL OFFICER

The Secretary, Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes
Development Department, is the Nodal Officer, who from time to time
convenes the meetings to review implementation of the PoA Act.



B. SPECIAL OFFICER FOR DISTRICT HAVING ATROCITY PRONE
AREAS

Although there is no atrocity prone area identified in the State, even
then for taking precautionary measures, Deputy Superintendents of
Police/SDOPs have been designated as Special Officers as per Rule 10 of
the PoA Rules and for implementing the provisions of the PoA Act in the
districts of Durg, Rajnandgaon, Raigarh, Sarguja, Surajpur and Kanker.

5.5.5 IDENTIFICATION OF ATROCITY PRONE AREAS

No area has been identified as an atrocity prone area.

5.5.6 SPECIAL COURTS

Six Exclusive Special Courts are functioning in the districts of
Raipur, Durg, Rajnandgoan, Bilaspur, Surguja and Jagdalpur, for trial of
cases of offences of atrocities under the PoA Act.

5.5.7 CONTIGENCY PLAN

The State Government has prepared a contingency plan in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the PoA Rules, 1995.

5.5.8 ACTION TAKEN TO RECOGNISE/REWARD PERSONS

In recognition of exemplary work done in the field of prevention of
atrocities and removal of untouchability, five persons were given Shield
and cash award of Rs.15,000/-along with an appreciation certificate.

5.5.9 LEGAL AID

Legal aid is provided to members of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in rural areas in the cases which relate to disputes of
land, offences of atrocities and where trial is pending in the Session
Courts. During the year 2015, 576 such persons were provided legal aid in
12 districts.



5.5.10. TRAVELLING AND MAINTENANCE EXPENSES TO WITNESSES
AND VICTIMS OF ATROCITIES

The State Government provides travelling and maintenance
expenses to the witnesses and victims of atrocity during the investigation
before the inquiry officer and to attend the trial in the court. During the
year 2015, 2757 persons were provided travelling and maintenance
expenses in Raipur, Durg, Rajnandgaon, Dhamtari, Balod, Sarguja, koriya
and Dhatewada districts.

5.5.11 RELIEF AND REHABILITATION

During the year 2015, 371 atrocity victims were provided relief and
rehabilitation in 15 districts.

5.5.12 REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE OF PUBLIC PROSECUTORS

During the year 2015, five Special Public Prosecutors were changed
for not pleading the PoA Act related cases effectively.

5.5.13 APPEALS FILED IN SUPERIOR COURTS IN CASES WHICH
ENDED IN ACQUITTAL

During the year 2015, of 109 cases which ended in acquittal,
appeals against acquittals were filed in seven cases in superior courts.





