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Discussion of facts during the meeting of High-Level State Vigilance and Monitoring Committee

Introduction

The Union Government has enacted the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955, The Adi Dravidar and
Scheduled Castes (Prevention of Atrocities Act, 2015), Prevention of Atrocities Rules, 1995 and
Amendment Rules, 2016 and 2018 to prevent untouchability and atrocities against Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes. The Government of Tamil Nadu is taking various steps to remove injustices
against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes through the implementation of this Act effectively in
an avid manner.

State Level Monitoring Committee

The Government of Tamil Nadu, under the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 and the Prevention of
Atrocities Act, 1989, rules 1995 and amendment rules, 2016, rule 18 and amendment rules 2018,
and Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department G.0.Ms.No.56, No.56, N0.20.07.2021 (copy
attached), has reconstituted the high level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee under the
leadership of Honourable Chief Minister with Honourable Ministers of Finance, Adi Dravidar
Welfare, Labour Welfare and Skill Development, and Tourism and the MPs and MLAs of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes as members.

State Level High Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee meetings have been held on 25.06.2013
and 08.09,2020 in the past years.

Objectives of this Committee
I. Review of implementation of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989 and Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities Amendment Act,
2015)
Il. Establishing the right to justice for the inflicted and witnesses
Ill. Details of assistance, rehabilitation and assistance to victims of abuse.
IV. Review of cases filed under this Act.
V. Role and function of various officers and bodies implementing this Act.
VI. Various reports received by the State Government.
VII. Review of the rights of victims of atrocities in respect of Section 15A (1) of Chapter IV-A of the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities Amendment Act, 2015).

Facts:

Subject-1

Implementation of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1089 and

Amendment Act, 2015).

e Complaints received under the Prevention of Atrocities Act are recorded as FIR.

e The Investigating Officer of these cases is the Deputy Superintendent of Police and Assistant
Commissioner of Police.

e The court hearing on these cases is conducted by Exclusive Special Courts.



Status of murder/rape (including POSCO) and arson cases

S. No. | Nature of ctime 2019 | 2020 7/2021

1 Murder 65 83 42

2 Rape 13 6 4

3 POCSO Act 110 156 75

4 Arson (Arson-IPC Section 436) 5 1 2

5 Attempted murder (307 IPC) 68 77 34

6 The Atrocities Act, 1989 or 3(1)(S) 941 1070 583

7 Other sections of the Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989 62 43 80
Total 1264 | 1436 820

Progress of cases registered under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention

of Atrocities) Act, 1989

Number of cases
Pending at an early stage Completed Final pending -
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5 (6| (7) (8) (9) (10)
2019 426 4594 1264 291 1072 72 658 327 4936 9.86%
2020 327 4936 1436 281 1002 54 | 424 480 5460 11.88%
7/21 480 5460 820 127 586 38 256 587 5752 12.92%

Note: (a) Total investigation cases 587
(b) Total judicial trial cases 5752

Status of murder cases registered under The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989

Year Number of Investigation Judicial Error Acquittal Punished
cases Inquiry considering
2019 65 - 62 - 2 1
2020 83 3 78 - 1 1
7/2021 42 20 21 - 1 -
Total 190 23 161 - 4 2

Status of rape and POSCO cases registered under section 1989 of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989

Year Number of Investigation Judicial Error Acquittal Punished
cases Inquiry considering
2019 123 - 3 100 19 1
2020 162 6 3 152 1 -
7/2021 79 33 1 45 - -
Total 364 39 7 297 20 1




V. Status of cases Arson (arson atrocity) under section 1989 of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989
Year Number of Investigation Judicial Error Acquittal Punished
cases Inquiry considering
2019 5 - 3 2 - -
2020 1 - - 1 - -
7/2021 2 1 - 1 - -
Total 8 1 3 4 - -
VL. Cases registered under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989 due to issues arising out of inter-caste marriage
Year Number of Investigation Judicial Error Acquittal Punished
cases Inquiry considering
2019 49 1 10 36 2 -
2020 37 1 9 26 1 -
7/2021 22 7 6 9 - -
Total 108 8 25 71 3 -
VIl. Cases of murder registered under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 due to issues arising out of inter-caste marriage
Year Number of Investigation | Judicial Error Acquittal Punished
cases Inquiry considering
2019 4 - - 3 1 -
2020 3 - - 3 - -
7/2021 1 - - - 1 -
Total 8 - - 6 2 -
Subject-2

Exclusive Special Courts:

Since 1981, there have been only 6 Special Courts functioning in Trichy, Thanjavur, Madurai,
Tirunelveli, Villupuram and Sivagangai districts.

During the period 2016-2017 to 2019-2020, 8 Special Courts have been established for Dindigul,
Ramanathapuram and Virudhunagar districts at Srivilliputhur and Pudukottai, Cuddalore,
Namakkal, Theni and Tiruvannamalai districts. In addition, 4 more Special Courts have been
established in Perambalur, Vellore, Thoothukudi and Kanyakumari districts. At present, 17
Special Courts are functioning.

Further, orders are to be issued for the formation of 4 Special Courts in 4 Districts viz.,
Kancheepuram, Tiruppur, Thiruvarur and Coimbatore.

The existing courts in other districts have been empowered to hear these cases.

32 Special Prosecutors are appointed and are in charge.

Subject-3

Rehabilitation and details of those who have been victims

The District Collector provides relief to the victims of atrocities as per rule 12(4) of the
Prevention of Atrocities Rules.
This assistance ranges from a minimum of Rs.85,000/- to a maximum of Rs.8,25,000/-.



Financial year Funds allocated | Amount of relief given | Number of individuals
(in crores) (in crores) and beneficiaries
2011-2012 to 2016-2017 46.84 46.34 9342
2017-2018 to 2019-2020 63.93 63.27 6321
2020-2021 42.53 42.49 3940
2021-2022 (31.07.202) 30.00 8.66 1122

As laid down in Rule 12(4) of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities
Act, 1989), relief assistance on other rehabilitation such as government jobs, pensions, housing etc.
is also provided to the families of victims of crimes like murder, death and sexual harassment as per
rules.

Subject-4

Role and work of various officers and organisations implementing this Act and various reports
received by the State Government.

The head office of Social Justice and Human Rights, one Deputy Inspector General of Police, one
Assistant Inspector General of Police, Deputy Chief of Police and an Assistant Chief of Police
headed by the Additional Director of Police, is functioning to oversee the implementation of the
Act.

38 Deputy Superintendents of Police / Assistant Commissioners are monitoring the
implementation of these Laws. They work directly under City Police Commissioners and District
Superintendents of Police in the Cities and districts.

According to Rule 17 of the Act, a District Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee shall be
constituted with the District Collector as Chairperson and the meeting should be convened 4
times a year. This committee examines the implementation of this Act.

The State Level Law and Order Meeting was last convened on 27.05.2021 under the
Chairmanship of the Chief Secretary and discussed issues relating to atrocities. It has been
requested to conduct the District Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee meeting four times a
year under the Chairmanship of the District Collector and send report to the Government.

A monthly meeting is convened under the chairmanship of the Secretary of the Department to
review cases of violence related to PoA and the disbursal of relief.

Further, all the District Collectors have been advised to convene a meeting of the Sub-Divisional
Vigilance and Monitoring Committee and send its report to the Government.

The details of the crimes that occur on a daily basis are received as a daily report from the
Director of Police and reviewed.

Details of the Committee meetings held

Year Number of

meetings
2019 63
2020 63
2021 25
(Upto 7/2021)




Subject-5
Basic Amenities and Vigilance Services

G.0.Ms.No.108, Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department, dated 10.06.2020 has been
ordered to give priority to the villages where atrocities occurred while improving basic amenities in
Adi Dravidar habitations and basic amenities should be taken up. Following this scheme, a sum of
Rs.100 crores has been allocated annually for Adi Dravidar habitations under special scheme. During
the year 2020, 449 villages in Tamil Nadu have been identified as villages where atrocities occurred.

Humanism Week is celebrated in all districts from January 24 to 30 every year to create awareness
among the people against untouchability. A sum of Rs.50,000 at district level Rs.1,00,000 at state
level is allocated for conducting this festival.

Inter-caste dining (Samabandhi) is organized every year on January 26, August 15 and October 2 and
other important local holidays. A sum of Rs.5000/- is provided to each district, except Chennai, every
year.

Archery (Villupattu) is being carried out through folk artists to mobilise public opinion against
untouchability. A sum of Rs.6000/- is provided to each district except Chennai every year.

In all the districts of Tamil Nadu except Chennai, a village has been selected that got rid of
untouchability and the people are living in harmony. To provide basic facilities to such villages,
Rs.360.00 lakhs is provided to 36 villages at the rate of Rs.10.00 lakhs every year to provide basic
amenities to the village.



