THE SCHEDULED CASTES AND THE SCHEDULED TRIBES
(PREVENTION OF ATROCITIES) ACT, 1989
SYNOPSIS

FOR PREPARATION OF MATERIAL FOR INCORPORATION IN THE ANNUAL
REPORT TO BE PREPARED BY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT FOR BEING PLACED

IN PARLIAMENT AS PER SECTION 21 (4) OF THE ACT.

280

Overview of the status of
offences of atrocities against
members of SCs and STs in the
State, and of the steps taken by
the State Government / Union
Territory Administration towards
implementation of the POA Act
as amended by the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities )
Amendment Act, 2015 (No. 1 of
2016), enforced with from
26.01.2016

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra,
In order to deal effectively with atrocities on the members of
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes, a special cell known
as Protection of Civil Rights Cell is set up Govt, of
Maharashtra since 1977, at state police HQ in the office of
the Director General of police / Addi DGP to oversee the
implementation of the P.C.R. Act 1955 and SC & ST (POA)
Act 1989 in the state and to supervise the working of
Protection of Civil Rights Cells at Range and District levels,
which are headed by Superintendents of Police assisted by
Dy.Superintendents of Police and by Police Inspector,
Assistant Police Inspector, Head Constables & Constables.

On the occurrence of an incident the offence is
registered at the concerned at the concerned Police Station
by District Police under the provisions of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (POA) Act, 1989/ Protection of Civil
Rights Act 1955.

As per rule 7, SC/ST, (POA) Rules 1995,
Superintendent of Police deputes an officer of the Rank of
Deputy Superintendent of Police for the investigation, after
taking into account his past experience, sense of ability and
justice to perceive the implication of the case. The officers of
Protection of Civil Rights Cell viz. Rang Superintendent of
Police / Deputy Superintendent of Police assisted by police
Inspector and Assistant Police Inspector visit the scene of
offence soon after the receipt of information about
occurrence of offence. They interact with the victim,
witnesses etc., scrutinize the case papers, and accordingly
guide the investigating officers regularly.

Thus, there is existence of an independent mechanism
of PCR Cells for inquiring into incidents / complaints
regarding PCR and SCs and STs (POA) Act. At state level
presently PCR is headed by Additional Director General of
Police who is assisted by a Superintendent of Police at range
level and Dy. Superintendent of Police, Police inspector,
Assistant Police Inspector at district level for this
purpose.These officers also monitor progress in investigation
of cases registered under these Acts by District police. The
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Officers of PCR also Conduct Workshops / Trainings for
public, Students, police Officials and other Government
Officials for effective implementation of POA Act.

As for establishing of special Police Stations, for
implementation of the Act, it is felt that, the present
mechanism at the police stations level in respect of
registration and investigation of offences under SC/ST
(POA) Act, 1989 and Act 1955 is up to the mark. The
District level supervisory officers and PCR Unit / Range
level officers effectively co-ordinate with local police
Stations. As there is no atrocity prone area the establishment
of special police Stations does not appear to be necessary at
this stage.

Legal aid other facilities
provided to persons subjected to
atrocities to enable them to avail
themselves of justice (Ref :
Section 21{(2)} (i) of the Act)

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
During the calendar year 2022, 1049 males & 1126 females
provided with Legal aid other facilities provided to persons
subjected to atrocities to enable them to avail themselves of
justice.

Registration of cases as per
provisions of the amended POA
Act. (Ref : Section 3 of the Act
as amended)

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
As per provisions of the amended POA Act, 3508 cases

registration during the calendar year 2022.

Specification an appropriate
Scheme to ensure
implementation of the rights and
entitlements of victims and
witnesses in accessing justice.
(Ref : Section 15A(11) of the
Act)

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
YES, PCR units is ensuring implemention of rights and
entitlements of victims and witnesses as specified in sub
section 11 (a) to (n) with the help of district police staff and
other relevant government agencies.

Travelling and maintenance
expenses, including the victims
of atrocities, during investigation
and trial of offences under the
Act (Ref : Section 21{(2)} (ii) of
the Act as amended)

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
Nill males & Nill females provided Travelling and
maintenance expenses, including the victims of atrocities,
during investigation and trial of offences under the Act.

Investigation of the case and
filling of charge sheet sixty days.
(Ref : Rule 7 (2) of the POA
Rule ac amended)

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
During the calendar year 2022, Investigation of the case and
filling of charge sheet is 1408 cases within sixty days and
1453 cases later then sixty days.

Relief and rehabilitation of
victims of atrocities: Provisions
of relief within seven days.
Provision and necessary
authorization by the Government
/ UT Administration to the
District Magistrate for
immediate withdrawal of money
from the treasury. (Ref : Section

During the calendar year 2022, 49 cases the relief amount
was paid to concerned person (s) within seven days and 2270
cases the relief amount was paid to concerned person (s)
within later then seven days.
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21(2) (iii) of the Act read with
Rule 12 (4) and Rule 12 (4A) of

the POA Rules, 1995 as
amended)

8 | Officers appointed for initiation { This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
or exercising supervision over | 1) Surveys Of identified areas conducted.- There are no
prosecution for contravention of | atrocities prone area declared in state Maharashtra, There are
the provisions of the Act : | no such survey subjected.

Setting up of SC / ST Protection { 2) Investigations done about the probable causes leading to
Cell (Ref : Section 21(2) (iv) of | an offence under the Act. :- 3508
the Act read with Rule 8 of POA | 3) Enquiries made about the investigation and spot
Rules, 1995) inspection conducted by various officers.:- 10524
4) Enquiries made about the willful negligence by a public
servant.:- 47
5) Reviews conducted to assess the position of cases
registered under the Act.:- 329 )

9 | Constitution and frequency of [ State Level Vigilance CommittegAS formed under the
conduct of meeting of State, | Chairmanship of Chief Minister,/District level monitoring
District and  Sub-Divisional | Committee is formed in every Pistrict under Chairmanship
Level Vigilance & Monitoring | of District Magistrate. During ghe calendar year 2022, 378
Committees and review of | District level Vigilance 164 Sub-Divisional level
implementation of the provision | Vigilance committees meeting held during the year.
of the POA Act, Scheme for the
rights and entitlements of
victims and  witnesses in o
accessing justice as specified in bW
sub-section (ii) of Section 15A "
of Chapter of cases and review pr- Lol
of various reports received by
the State Government / UT
Administrations. (Ref : Section
21(2) (v) of POA Rule, 1995 as
amended)

10 | Periodic Survey conducted on | This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
the working of the provisions of
the POA Act. (Ref : Section
21(2) (vi) of the Act)

11 | Areas identified where members | This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
of SCs and STs are likely to be | No area in the state is identified as atrocity prone area.
subjected to atrocities and
measures adopted to ensure their
safely. (Ref : Section 21(2) (vii)
of the Act)

12 | Special Court and Exclusive | This pertains to Law and Judiciary Department, State of

Special Courts set up for speedy
trail of cases under the POA Act.
(Ref : Section 14 of the POA Act
as amended)

Maharashtra.

Government of Maharashtra has sanctioned six Exclusive
Special Courts out of which three [Nagpur, Aurangabad,
Mumbai (Thane)] are functioning.
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13

Specification of Special Public
Prosecutors and  Exclusive
Public Prosecutors (Ref : Section
15 (1 and 2) of the POA Act as
amended)

This pertains to Law and Judiciary Department, State of
Maharashtra.

14

Setting up of SC/ST Protection
Cells. (Ref : Rule 8 of the POA
Rules as amended)

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
In 36 districts of Maharashtra, the SC / ST Protection Cell
has been set up.

15

Special Police Stations set up to
investigation offences of
atrocities against members of
SC/ST.

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
The present mechanism at the Police Stations level in respect
of registration and investigation of offences under SC/ST
(POA) Act,1989 and PCR Act 1955 is up to the mark. The
district level supervisory officers and PCR Unit / Range level
officers effectively co-ordinate with local Police Stations. As
there is no atrocity prone area the establishment of special
Police Stations does not appear to be necessary at this stage.

16

Non-SC/ST officers punished for
willful neglect of duties. (Ref :
Section 4 of the POA Act as
amended)

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra,
All Unit Commanders are instructed accordingly Report has
been attached herewith vide.

17

Nodal Officers nominated to co-
ordinate functioning of the
District Magistrates and
Superintendent of Police and
other officers, responsible for
implementing provisions of the
Act. (Ref : Rule 9 of POA
Rules, 1995 as amended)

This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
Nodal Officers of the rank of principal Secretary is appointed
by the State of Maharashtra.

(i) Whether quarterly progress reports received from the SC
/ ST Protection Cells : Yes.

(ii) Whether the review was undertaken of the reports
mentioned above : Yes.

18

Special Officers appointed for
identified areas to co-ordinate
with the District magistrate,
Superintendent of Police or other
officers responsible for
implementing the provisions of
the Act, various committees and
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Protection
Cell. (Ref : Rule 10 of POA
Rules, 1995 as amended)

There is no such identified district under POA Act but
Assistant Commissioner, Social Welfare of concern District
co-ordinate with respective DM, SP.& other responsible
officers for implementation under this Act.

19

Implementation of a Plan for
effectively implementing
provisions of the Act and its
notification in the State Gazette.
Rule 15 of POA Rules,1995 as
amended

1) Whether the plan has been formulated : No.

2) If yes, please describe its gist, and also attach its
copy as required under Rule 15 (2) of the POA
Rule, as amended: No.
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20

Steps taken by State Government
/ Union Territory Administration
by way of :-

M

Sensitization / Awareness
programs and Publicity.

Social Welfare Department

The Government Of Maharashtra implementing the scheme
i.e. The award for the villages doing excellent work in the
field of prevention of atrocities. Under the scheme the
villages are been honoured with the prizes of Rs. 3000/-,
Rs.2000/- and Rs. 1000/~ for the First, Second and Third
prize respectively. Moreover the Sensitization Programs are
being arranged at district and division levels under the
Scheme of the propaganda of the Act and provisions thereof.
But since the year 2021-22 and 2022-23, no funds have been
received from the Government for this scheme.

Home Department, State of Maharashtra.

In addition, Maharashtra PCR Cell in the office of DGP
Launches awareness generation campaign and is organizing
seminars / workshop on the provisions of the PCR Act, 1955
& SC/ST (POA) Act, 1989 with participation of public ,
police station and other relevant government offices.

During the year 2022, 4448 publicity programs has been
conducted & 12453 police officers along with 26908 Others
has participated.

(i)

Training programs to sensitise
police and other officers, in
regard to provision of the Act
and the Rules, as amended.

With a view to sensitize about atrocities on SC/ST persons
amongst police officers and men, these Acts are included for
study in the syllabus of Maharashtra Police Academy and
Police Training Schools. Addl. D.G, PCR organizes joint
workshops at range level Headquarters. At district level PCR
officers keep organizing seminars / workshops on regular
basis on SC/ST s (POA) Act 1989 and PCR Act 1955 to
sensitize police personal and officers of the concerned
department in dealing with the cases of atrocities on the
members of the SC/ST. It is submitted that, the officers
working in the police force in the state are made aware,
trained and sensitized about the implementation on SC/ST
POA Act 1989 and PCR Act 1955.

(iii) | Filling of appeals in superior | This pertains to Home Department, State of Maharashtra.
Courts against acquittals. During the year 2022, 1308 Cases Which ended in acquittal
and No Case in which appeals filed in superior courts against
acquittal.
(iv) | Recognition of Persons /|Nill
Organizations for having done
explanatory work in prevention
of atrocities,
(v) |Review of performance of | This pertains to Law and Judiciary Department, State of

Special Public Prosecutors and
Exclusive Special Public
Prosecutors.

Maharashtra.
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Annexure - |

LEGAL AID AND OTHER FACILITIES PROVIDED TO PERSONS CUBJECTED TO
ATROCITIES TO ENABLE THEM TO AVAQL THEMSELVES OF JUSTICE
(Ref : Section 2] ) {(2)(i)} of the Act )
State / UT : Maharashtra
Total Number Of Districts : 36
Number Of Persons Provided Legal aid and other facilities
;‘; T;::i;f Male Female& Total (Male+Femal)
SC ST Total | SC ST Total | SC ST Total
! 2 F) 1 3 s 9 10 11
1 [Mumbai City 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 {Mumbai Sub 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 |Thane 30 12 42 40 14 54 70 26 96
4 [Palghar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
5 [Raigad 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
6 [Ratnagiri 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 |Sindhudur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
8 [Nashik 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
9 |Dhule 15 8 23 14 16 30 29 24 53
10 {Nandurbar 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0
11 |Jalgoan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
12_|Ahmednager 0 0 0 5 2 7 5 2 7
13 [Pune 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
14 |Satara 67 2 69 72 8 80 134 10 149
15 Saggli 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
16 i{Solapur 159 16 178 143 42 188 302 58 360
17 {Kolhapur 0 0 0 0 0 1] 0 0 0
18 [Amaravati 30 11 41 57 27 84 87 38 125
19 |Buldhana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
20 jAkola 14 3 17 45 6 51 59 9 68
21 [Washim 27 5 32 26 4 30 53 9 62
22 |Yavatmal 54 36 90 37 35 76 91 75 166
23 |Nagpur 26 3 29 51 31 82 77 34 111
| 24 [Wardha 10 2 12 17 8 28 27 10 37
25 |Bhandara 23 1 24 16 5 21 39 6 45
26 |Gondia 8 6 14 23 14 37 31 20 51
27 |Chandrapur 14 9 23 27 19 46 41 28 69
28 |Gadchiroli 2 1 3 8 10 18 10 11 21
29 |Aurangabad | 47 5 52 | 47 7 54 | 94 12| 106
30 |Jalna 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
31 [Beed 86 0 86 43 7 50 129 7 136
32 [Perbhani 106 13 119 48 3 51 154 16 170
33 |Latur 98 4 102 7¢ 3 73 168 Fi 175
34 Hingoli 55 12 67 31 10 41 86 22 108
35 |Nanded 27 2 29 22 9 31 49 11 60
36 |Osmanabad 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 898 151 1049 842 284 1126 1740 435 2175




Innexure - II

TRAVELLING AND MAINTENANCE EXPENSES PAID TO WITHNESSES, INCLUDING THE VICTIMS OF
ATROCITIES; DURING INVESTIGATION AND TRIAL OF OFFENCES UNDER THE ACT. |

{Ref : Section 21 ) {(2)(ii)} of the Act )

State / UT : Maharashtra
Total Number Of Districts : 36

st. | Name of Number Of Persons Provided Travelling And Maintence Expenses

No District Male Female Total (Male+Femal)
SC ST | Total | SC ST | Total | SC ST Total

1 2 3 4 5 3 7 ) 9 10 i
1 |MumbaiCity] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 |Mumbai Sub 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 |[Thane 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 _|Palghar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
5 |Raigad 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
6 _|Ratnagiri 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 Sindhuduis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
8 [Nashik 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
9 {Dhule 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 |Nandurbar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
11 _|Jalgoan 0 0 0 0 0 0 (] 0 0
12_|Ahmednager 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
13 {Pune 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
14 |Satara 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
15 |Sangli 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
16 |Solapur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
17 [Kolhapur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
18 |Amaravati 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
19 {Buldhana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
20 |Akola 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
21 |Washim 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
22 |Yavatmal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
23 [Nagpur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
24 |Wardha 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
25 {Bhandara 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
26 jGondia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
27 {Chandrapur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
28 Gadchiroli 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
29 |Aurangabad 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
30 |Jalna 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
31 [Beed 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
32 |[Perbhani 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
33 |Latur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
34 Hinggli 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
35 [Nanded 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
36 |Osmanabad 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0




Innexure - II1

REGISTRATION OF CASES AS PER PROVISIONS OF THE AMENDED POA ACT

Stete / UT : Maharashtra

Sr. No

Name of District

Section

Gist Of Provision

Number of Cases
Registered

2

3

4

5

Mumbai City

Mumbai Sub

Thane

Palghar

Raigad

Ratnagiri

Sindhudurg

QOi-JlOn|tAjdnfl b ]rm |-

Nashik

Dhule

Nandurbar

Jaloan

Ahmednager

Pune

Satara

Sangli

Solapur

Kolhapur

Amaravati

Buldhana

Akola

Washim

Yavatmal

Nagpnr

Wardha

Bhandara

Gondia

Chandrapur

Gadchiroli

Aurangabad

Jalna

Beed

Perbhani

Latur

Hingoli

Nanded

Osmanabad

3 (as amended)

Expanded, re-phased and
new offences of atrocities
under section 3 of the POA
Act as amended

3508

Total

3508






































































