Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare(PA1IDEPT

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16.10.2020

A meeting was held on 16.10.2020 at 12.00 Noon with the Commissioner of
Adi Dravidar Welfare, the Director of Tribal Welfare and the Additional Director
General of Police, Social Justice and Human Rights and other officials concerned in
the chamber of Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Adi Dravidar and Tribal
Welfare Department, regarding review of implementation of the Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 and review on the
relevant rules viz., Rule 4,6,7 and 8 in which Monthly/Quarteriy reports have to be

received by the State Government. The following members were present

1. Thiru Otem Dai, 1.A.S., Additional Chief Secretary
to Government.

2. Thiru C.Muniyanathan, |A.S., Commissioner of Adi
Dravidar Welfare

3. Thiru V.C. Rahul, |.F.S,, Director of Tribal Welfare

4. Thiru Shailesh Kumar Yadav [.P.S., Additional Director General of
Police

5 Tmt. T. Vaidehi, M.Com., Joint Secretary to

Government (Home,
Prohibition and Excise)

6. Tmt.S.Manimegalai, B.Com,, Deputy Secretary to
Government
2. When the meeting commenced, the Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
raised the issues regarding the atrocities committed against the Panchayat Presidents
in Cuddalore, Thiruvallur and other districts which were highlighted in medias. As far
as Cuddalore district is concerned, the Additional Director General of Police informed
that a case under Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989 was registered against the Panchayat Secretary/Village Panchayat officer.
Additional Chief Secretary enquired the Additional Director General of Police whether

a case was registered in the case of Tiruvallur District and he replied that a case was
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filed against the Panchayat secretary and other persons who involved in the atrocities
act. In this regard, the Commissioner of Adi Dravidar Welfare suggested that the
Rural Development department may be requested to initiate an awareness programme
to sensitize the Panchayat Presidents /Panchayat Secretaries/Block Development
Officers about the provisions of the Prevention of Atrocities Act and rules. Additional
Chief Secretary has also informed that even the District Collectors have to be
sensitized about the Act. The Additional Director General of Police has stated that a
stringent action has to be taken in the matter by suspending the officers indulged in
such kind of atrocities. The Additiona! Director General of Police has also stated that
the concerned police officers should take immediate action against the persons who
are committing the atrocities without awaiting orders from the superiors. Regarding
imparting training to the Panchayat Presidents and others, the Additional Chief
Secretary to Government suggested that the Rural Development and Panchayat Raj
Department may be requested to include a module consists of the provisions of

Prevention of Atrocities Act and rule along with the other training programmes.

Subsequently, a review on rule 4 has been commenced by the Additional Chief
Secretary and the Joint Secretary to Government, Home, Prohibition and Excise
Department who attended the meeting replied that the panel of Special Public
Prosecutors as stipulated in Rule 4 1(A) has not yet been drawn by the Government.
Since, the tenure of the Special Courts are only three years and they are under the
control of the District Coliectors and their appointment is political. in as much as the
panel of the above Special Public Prosecutor are not drawn, the review of their
performance has not been done so far. The Joint Secretary has also informed that,
action is being taken by the Home Departiment to draw a panel as stiputated in rule
4(1) (A) by following the guidelines issued in letter N0.73194/Courts VI-A/2017-1,
dated: 12.12.2017 and also the instructions issued in G.O (Ms) No0.4054, Home,
Prohibition and Excise Department dated 18.11.1961. When the Joint Secretary
(Home) informed that action is being taken for the issuance of order with regard to the
appointment of Public Prosecutor Special Public Prosecutors, the Additional Chief
Secretary to Government suggested that the abovesaid instructions should be in line

with the provisions stipulated in Rule 4 and Rule 6. He has also suggested to consult
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the other State Governments to get the idea for the issuance of suitable orders.
Regarding Rule 4(4) i.e., review of performance of the Public Prosecutors/ Special
Public Prosecutors, the Joint Secretary (Home) informed that there are Zonal level
Deputy Directors of Prosecution and they may be instructed to perform the review.
However, as of now, the Public Prosecutors/ Special Public Prosecutors are only
under the direct control of the District Collectors.

While reviewing rule 6, the Additional Chief Secretary to Government has enquired
about the delay in filing of charge sheet. The Additional Director General of Police
replied that for the grave cases, the charge sheet will be mostly filed within a week.
In respect of non grave cases, it might be six months or more. In this regard,
the Commissioner of Adi Dravidar Welfare has informed that the main cause for the
delay is issuance of community certificates and certificate of confirmation of
community certificates. He has aiso handed over the list of 188 cases to the
Additional Chief Secretary to Government and stated that most of the cases in the list
are pending for want of Community Certificates and pending trial in the Court. In this
context, the Additional Director General of Police has informed that a police constable
is appointed exclusively o look into the court matter to avoid delay.

As far as Rule 7, the Additional Director General of Police has informed that a
quarterly review is being done by the Chief Secretary to Government on the provisions
of the Prevention of Atrocities Act and rules. In this connection, the Additional Chief
Secretary informed the Additional Director General of Police to submit monthly reports
on the Prevention of Atrocities cases.

Subsequently, the Additional Director General of Police has narrated the position
of Prevention of Atrocities cases to the Additional Chief Secretary to Government.
He has stated that as on date 547 Under Investigation cases are pending and 5271
cases are pending trial in Court. The Conviction rate as on September 2020 is
12.39%. While reviewing the pending murder cases, the Additional Chief Secretary to
Government enquired the reason for the murder and the Additional Director General
of Police replied that the cause for most of the murder cases is love affair and caste
enmity. While reviewing the cases pending for trial, the Additional Chief Secretary

informed the Joint Secretary (Home,Prohibition and Excise) that there are cases which
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are pending since the year 1992. Hence he has instructed that while issuing orders to
the Public Prosecutors/ Special Public Prosecutors this matter has to be considered.

After reviewing the position of Prevention of Atrocities cases, the Additional Chief
Secretary to Government enquired about the expenditure details in respect of
monetary relief sanctioned to the victims of atrocities. The Commissioner of
Adi Dravidar Welfare replied that, a thorough inspection with the district administration
has been made in this regard and a sum of Rs.16.63 crores (i.e., Rs.6.63 crores
towards pension amount and Rs.10.00 crores towards compensation amount) has to
be sanctioned to cover the pending relief amount till this financial year.
The commissioner of Adi Dravidar Welfare has also informed that some of the District
Collectors are reluctant to sanction pension to the families of victims and the mindset
of the officials especially in the Southern Districts of the State is not conducive towards
sanctioning the relief amount.

The Additional Chief Secretary replied the Commissioner of Adi Dravidar Welfare
that the need of the expeditious sanction of compensation and other relief amount has
to be explained to the abovesaid officials. A video conference with the district officials
may also be arranged to this effect.

Finally, the Additional Chief Secretary enquired about the status of verification of
Scheduled Tribes community certificates. The Additional Director General of Police
has stated that so far the enquiry has been completed for 1698 cases out of which
1587 cases have been sent to the Director of Tribal Welfare. There are 111 cases are
pending for want of Anthropologists enquiry. As on date, the pendency of the cases
is 930. The Director of Tribal Welfare has also stressed the need for more
anthropologists to expedite the verification process. The Additional Chief Secretary
pointed out the pressure faced by the Government from the parliamentary committee
for the early disposal of the cases.

With the above discussion, the meeting concluded.

Otem Dai
Additional Chief Secretary toc Government.
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